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Wootton Primary School  ~  a first class education for all within a challenging, secure and happy environment for learning.      
 

Dear Parents and friends,                                                                                                           8th September 2017 
 
 
Welcome back!  It has been a fantastic start to the new term and is wonderful to see all the children, old 
and new, looking refreshed and ready for the new challenges ahead.  We had 2 very successful 
development days on Monday and Tuesday when we worked as a whole staff team to build the vision for 
the school including an exciting curriculum for all the children.  It was a delight to spend time in the 
classrooms, listening to children excited and engaged in their learning. 
 

Library Reading Challenge 
Many children took part in the reading challenge over the summer and we would like to celebrate their 
success with them.  If your child did complete the challenge, please send their certificate into school for us 
to photocopy so we can display these in our newly designed library and congratulate the children in 
assembly next Friday. 
 

Attendance Mufti 
Just to clarify, mufti days for the best attending class will only take place at the end of each half-term not 
each week.  We will calculate the totals leading up to the end of each half-term and notify the winning 
class who will be able to wear their own clothes on the last day, each half-term. 
 

Parent lunch and involvement 
In the past parents have been able to join their child for lunch when they have wanted to but due to 
changes in safeguarding and child protection requirements we will now only be able to offer this on special 
occasions.  We are planning a range of opportunities for you to join your child for lunch during the year - 
more details to follow. 
We are also keen to provide more events when you can come and see your child’s learning in class.  At the 
end of last term several classes hosted events for parents to come in to school to see their child’s work and 
we received really positive feedback after this.  Our thoughts are to invite parents at the end of topics/
units of work and special events so you can see your child’s work.  Again, more details to follow. 
 

Houses 
At the end of term we worked with the children to generate ideas to rename our Houses - we had many 
ideas such as different types of cheese or animals but the most popular theme was inspirational sports 
people in the UK.  To ensure that we have an equal balance of children in each House Mrs Fish has 
reallocated the children to their Houses which are now named -  
Red House - Ennis 
Yellow House - Wiggins 
Green House - Murray 
Blue House  - Simmonds 
The House Captains for these are  - Reuben Mills & Rachel Shambrook, Dylan James & Carys Lammers-
Wood, Ben Speirs & Tegan Quayle, John Chambers & Chloe Hilton. 



BIG Think! 
We are always encouraging the children to think ‘Big’ however this is a new activity that the children will be 
partaking in every Friday afternoon starting Friday 22nd September.  The children will be grouped in their 
House colours and working with children across all the classes from Year 1 to Year 6.  During the session the 
children will be given either a philosophical question to discuss or a piece of art work to look at or music to 
listen to.  The activities are designed to enable children to express their ideas, developing rich language skills 
and critical thinking, working alongside different aged children.  At the end of the session the whole school will 
meet to listen to a different group each week, share how they approached the question and what they found 
out.  Our first question will be - ‘Is there a difference between girls and boys toys?’ 
 

School Council 
It is so important that all children get the opportunity to have a ‘voice’ at school and chances to share their 
ideas and thoughts.  School Council enables children to do this, acting as the advocate for their class.  To ensure 
that as many children as possible get the opportunity to be part of the School Council, we will be having 2 
teams of children each year, each doing half the year and selected at random.  From September until February 
half-term our School Council representatives are: 
Year 1 - Theo Lewis & Ella Streets 
Year 2 - Daniel Rolfe & Amelie Edmunds  
Year 3 - Lucas Brown & Georgina Harrison  
Year 4 - Dyllan Clark & Lydia Holt 
Year 5 - William Takel & Greta Dooley 
Year 6 - Phillip Wright & Madalyn Elliott 
The first event they will be organising is a tea party on Friday 29th September at 2.30pm to support the 
Macmillian coffee fund raising event. More details to follow, but please put the date in your diary! 
 

100% Attendance 
Today we congratulated 123 children who attended school every day this half-term.  We also gave our many 
congratulations to 13 children who have had 100% attendance across the year - this is an amazing achievement 
and I am delighted that our whole school attendance continues to improve, bringing us in-line with the national 
expectations.  Please remember that you need to provide a written note following any absence from school, 
within 2 weeks. 
 
Start of the day 
Following feedback we are going to reopen the hall door in the morning to gain access to your child’s classroom 
if their classroom door is not easily accessible - this will also help on wet days when the paths are often flooded.  
The doors will be opened at 8.35am.  Please can you ensure that buggies/pushchairs are no longer brought 
into school - we need to continue to protect the floor and carpets and therefore please ask that  these are not 
brought into school.  Year 4 will use this door as their access both at the start and end of the day. 
 
Walkers 
As the children move up the school there are many things they look forward to, walking home on their own 
being a favourite.  Our school guidance is that children should NOT be walking home alone until the summer 
term when they are in Year 4.  
 
Tuck 
We are continuing to drive children’s independence across the school to ensure we fully equip them with life 
skills.  As from Monday, if your child would like tuck at break time, they will need to pay for this themselves as 
opposed to parents prepaying for them.  Children will be asked to put their 50p in their tray until break when 
they can go and purchase their snack.  It has been recommended that Tuck should be for children in Key Stage 2 
only (Years 3 to 6) as children in Key Stage 1 receive a free piece of fruit each day. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Homework 
Following parental feedback, we are still in discussion regarding homework for this year. Take-away tasks will 
now be completed twice a year when teachers feel is most appropriate for the topic the children are learning. 
Children in Years 1-5 will be given weekly spellings to learn and for maths, times tables or a range of 
mathematical activities. In Year 6,  children will be given additional work to complete in preparation for High 
school. We will review this again after Christmas. 
 
Numicon 
We are so very grateful to the generous donation from the PTA to enable us to buy some Numicon, a wonderful 
maths resource to be used across the school.  Thank you so much for supporting the PTA events to enable them  
to give us the money to do so. 
 

Residential 
Next Wednesday Year 4 will be off to Kingswood for their residential and Year 6 on Friday to Hooke Court.  I am 
really looking forward to joining both educational visits.  Next year these visits will take place towards the end of 
the academic year to allow the children to fully engage with their learning at the start of term.   
We will send more details for future residential visits soon. 
 
Please note as I am on residential next Friday there will not be a newsletter. 
In the meantime, have a lovely weekend! 
 
Dates for your diary! 
Weds 13th - Fri 15th Sept:  Year 4 residential  
Fri 15th - Mon 18th Sept:  Year 6 residential  
Thurs 21st Sept:    Compton Class (Reception) County Press photograph 
Fri 29th Sept:    Macmillian Tea party @ 2.30pm 
Tues 10th Oct:   Individual school photographs 
Fri 20th Oct:   Staff development day (Children break up Thursday 19th October, return 30th) 
Tues 7th Nov:   Parents evening 3.15 - 5.30pm 
Weds 8th Nov:   Parents evening 3.30 - 6.30pm 
Fri 10th Nov:   School Council to war memorial for Remembrance service (more details to follow) 
Thurs 16th Nov:   Year 3 trip to Stonehenge (more details to follow) 
Wk. 11th Dec:   Christmas performance (more details to follow) 
Wk. 18th Dec:   Christmas dinner, parties and Christingle service (more details to follow) 
Thurs 21st Dec:   Last day of term, children return Thursday 4th January 2018 
February half-term :  Monday 12th - Friday 16th Feb 2018 
Tues 27th Feb 2018:  Book fair arrives 
Fri 2nd March 2018:  World Book day dress up 
Thurs 29th March 2018: Staff development day (Children break up Wed 28th March, return 16th April) 
May half-term:   Monday 28th  - Friday 4th June 2018 
Thurs 28th & Fri 29th June: Transition days 
Fri 20th July 2018:  Year 6 Leavers assembly @ 10.30am, Family picnic @ 12pm, children finish at 2pm. 
Mon 23rd July 2018:  Staff Development Day 
Further dates to follow. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
Jane Wilford 
Head Teacher 



 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

 
If you are in receipt of one or more of the following benefits you may be entitled to free school meals:  
 Income support,  
 Employment support allowance (income related),  
 Income based jobseeker’s allowance,  
 Guaranteed pension credit 
 Support under part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999 
 Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable household income assessed by HMRC of less than £16,190 
 
This could also entitle you to reduced costs on school trips etc.  If you think you may be eligible please see 
the school reception to collect a form, even if your child is currently receiving Universal Free School Meals.   
This form must be returned directly to School Admissions, County Hall Newport. 

 
REQUESTS FOR PERMISSION TO REMOVE CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL 

 
Head Teachers can no longer authorise any holidays during term time, except in extremely  

exceptional cases.   
Please, where possible, make appointments e.g. for the dentist out of school hours or during school 

holidays.  If your child needs to attend an appointment please let the front office know.   
It may be necessary to request a copy of the appointment letter.  

 
PUNCTUALITY AND ATTENDANCE 

 
It is very important for your child to arrive at school on time, arriving late can be very disruptive for both 
the class and the child.  We monitor all attendance and lateness and have a monthly meeting with the 

Education Welfare Officer who will call you in for a meeting to discuss your child’s attendance and to see 
what the next steps will be. If an absence note or appointment card isn’t returned within two weeks, the 

absence will be classed as unauthorised.  A reminder will be sent to you after the first week. 

YEAR 5 & 6 DISMISSAL AT THE END OF A SCHOOL DAY 
 

The schools expectation for years 5 and 6 children is that they are dismissed independently from the 
classroom unless we are advised otherwise by the parent.  Our school guidance is that children should 

NOT be walking home alone until the summer term when they are in Year 4.  

 
ON-LINE PAYMENTS 

 

 
As a school, we subscribe to ‘School Money’ which enables you to make all payments online. This includes 
school dinners, trips and other items. To access the website please visit www.schoolmoney.co.uk 
 
You will receive your password via text and/or email so please ensure we are informed of any recent 
changes to mobile numbers or email addresses. 
 
From time to time you will receive a text message from the school inviting you to access the website as an 
option to make a payment for an activity. We would appreciate your support in this matter. 
 
You can still make payments at the front desk in an envelope. Please make sure it is named, dated and has 
a description of the item. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 



Years gone by...interesting extracts 

from the old Wootton Primary School 

Diary 

16th June 1930 

Attendance low: 21 children absent this 

afternoon, a number of these have gone to the 

agricultural show at Newport. 

 

8th June 1959 

Icy conditions again. Frost precautions, new 

electric converter heaters fitted. 

Menu for the week commencing 11th September 
PLEASE NOTE SCHOOL DINNERS ARE £1.95 

 
Bug Club 

Well done to the children who accessed 
this valuable reading resource over the 
summer holidays. Every child in school 
has access to this at home as well as 
school. 
 
The school code is still ‘woot’ and your 
child’s username is the same, but the 
passwords for the children have 
changed. The class teacher will be 
issuing the new information to you 
within the next week. 
 
Attached to the newsletter is the guide 
to using bug club at home. Please have a 
read if you are new to the school or 
need a refresher. You will need to access 
it through a chrome type browser (not 
internet explorer). Any problems please 
contact Mrs Grimes at 
cover1@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk 
 
There is more information on the 
following pages of the Newsletter. 

Monday 

Beef Burger with Jacket Wedges 
Vegetable Lasagne with Jacket Wedges 
Coleslaw and Sweetcorn 

Orange Bread & Butter Pudding with 
Custard 
 
Yoghurt/ Fresh Fruit Platter 

Tuesday 

Chicken Neapolitan Wholemeal Pasta 
Lentil & Basil Puff Pastry Turnover with New 
Potatoes 
Broccoli and Carrots 

Wholemeal Banana Loaf 
 
Yoghurt/Fresh Fruit Chunks 

Wednesday 

Roast Turkey with Roast Potatoes & Gravy 
Mixed Vegetable Loaf with Roast Potatoes & 
Gravy 
Carrots & Courgettes 

Vanilla Shortbread 
Yoghurt/ Fresh Fruit Salad 

Thursday 
Spaghetti Beef Bolognese  
Lentil and Sweet Potato Curry with rice 
Roasted Mixed Vegetables 

Eve’s pudding with custard 
Yoghurt/ Fresh Fruit Platter 

Friday 

MSC Fish Fingers with chips 
Cheese & Tomato Quiche with chips 
Baked Beans & Garden Peas 

Chocolate & Beetroot Brownie 
Yoghurt/ Fresh Fruit Chunks 

Tuck– All items 50p 
Toast 

Crumpets 
Tea cakes 

Milk 
Apple Juice 

Orange Juice 
Water 
Fruit 







A very special thanks to our PTA Chairman, Mr McGrath for presenting the Numicon 
in assembly today! 



Useful Events 


